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Send Letters, Address Changes, Memberships and 
Contributions to:

North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame
120 N. 3rd St., Ste. 85

Bismarck, ND 58501-3860
Phone: 701-250-1833

Fax: 701-250-1835

Medora Office:
PO Box 137

Medora, ND 58645-0137
Phone: 701-623-2000

Fax: 701-623-2001

Website: www.northdakotacowboy.com
E-mail: info@northdakotacowboy.com

Vision
People of all Nations and cultures will 
come to understand and appreciate North 
Dakota’s ranching, rodeo and Native 
American cultures through the North 
Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame.

Mission Statement
The North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame 
will strive to preserve and educate about 
the western history and cultural heritag-
es of North Dakota’s Native American, 
ranching and rodeo communities.

Operating Hours
May-Sept. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. MDT.

Oct.-Apr. Open upon request.

Dear Members 
and Friends:

Some interest-
ing stories come 
to our Hall’s 
Board members 
about inductees 
and how they 
received a “life 

calling” that would pave the way for 
recognition in the N.D. Cowboy Hall 
of Fame.

Since we are well into the high 
school rodeo season, this is a short 
story about one N.D. prep cowboy 
who nearly missed his calling. A sig-
nificant event almost cost him his life.

A talented and budding competitor, 
this cowboy claimed all-around hon-
ors one year at the state high school 
finals in Beulah.  

He won or placed in all of the rough 
stock events and the steer wrestling. 
And he was qualified to go on to the 
national high school finals in early 
August at Reno, Nev.

But a life-changing experience 
would test the young man.

During the heat of late July, he and 
his friends decided to go swimming at 
the Syverson Dam on the North Fork 
Creek. They were crossing the dam 
when the high school rodeo champion 
went underwater. 

His friends searched frantically for 
their buddy as precious seconds ticked 
away, just like in the rodeo arena.

After being four minutes underwa-
ter, the cowboy’s friends found and 
brought him to the shore unconscious. 
He was taken to the nearby hospital, 
barely alive.  It was such a close call. 

The cowboy’s very weakened con-
dition led to a doctor’s decision that 
there would be no travel to Reno. As a 
high school senior, the young man had 
to pass on his last chance to compete 
at the nationals. 

Various sources indicate the cowboy 
recovered to earn money in both RCA 
and amateur rodeos during the months 
following his ordeal. 

He would move on to become part 
of N.D.’s first college rodeo team at 

Dickinson and compete at the College 
National Finals Rodeo.

During the next 25+ years, the 
future Hall of Famer would claim 14 
NDRA state championships, half of 
these as N.D.’s best all-around cow-
boy by entering rough stock and timed 
events weekend after weekend.

Because of these accomplishments 
and other contributions to the sport of 
rodeo, in 2002 the now-seasoned cow-
boy was inducted into the NDCHF. 
For Dale Jorgenson, of Watford City, 
it was a calling that almost didn’t hap-
pen.

The 2009 inductees and their fami-
lies will make their way to our annual 
NDCHF ceremonies on June 27 in 
Medora.  We invite you to come and 
learn about their “calling” to the Hall 
of Honorees.

On behalf of the Board and 
Trustees, I congratulate this year’s 
class of outstanding inductees. 

And we thank you for your contin-
ued support in helping the world come 
to know the stories about our great 
western heritage legends.

Phil Baird, NDCHF President
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NDCHF hosts book signing  otes from darrellN
These are dif-

ficult times for 
non-profits across 
the country.  
Because of eco-
nomic uncertain-
ties, charitable 
gifting to non-
profits and chari-
ties has dropped 

dramatically nationwide.  
Many of the grants that non-profits 

received in the past have now been 
reduced or eliminated. The endowment 
income foundations used to fund their 
grants disappeared with the declines in 
the stock market.

The $4.50/gallon gas last summer 
seriously impacted the travel industry.  
And the loss of jobs during the current 
recession will likely have a negative 
impact again this summer in towns like 
Medora that depend on tourist traffic. 

Our goal to pay off the remaining 
loans for the Hall of Fame continues. 
To do so, however, and to continue 
preserving your heritage, we need peo-
ple to step up to the plate and consider 
the Hall of Fame when gifting.  

The possibilities are endless. There 
are rooms you can put your name on.  
You can also make a simple bequest in 
your will or trust.  

It’s easy. You can either have an 
attorney do it or use a simple change of 
beneficiary form that we can provide.

Stocks aren’t making money?  CDs 
not paying enough?  You might con-
sider developing a charitable gift annu-
ity that would create a fixed income 
for you and, if you would like, for a 
survivor. 

Rates are age dependent and range 
from around 5 percent for someone 
who’s 60 years old to as high as 9.0 
percent per year for a 90 year old.  

Part of your income is actually tax 
free, and you can also claim a signifi-
cant charitable deduction.

We are always available to answer 
questions and help make plans for your 
family’s security, while you become 
part of history with a plan to help the 
North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame.  

Many have also purchased memo-
rial plaques or theater chairs for a 
loved one.  It’s a nice way of putting 
someone’s name in the Hall of Fame 
and will create memories for years to 
come.

Gifting decisions are never easy.  We 
all get calls every week, and most of 
them are for worthy causes.  

But there are ways of gifting that can 
actually provide you with an income 
and a deduction and, in effect, paying 
you twice to for a good deed.

As an added feature to the “Guns of 
Dakota” exhibit at the Cowboy Hall of 
Fame again this season, the NDCHF 
will host an Antique Gun Road Show 
on June 13-14 (Saturday from 1-4 

p.m. MT and Sunday from 1-3 p.m. 
MT).

Doug Wicklund, one of the nation’s 
top firearms experts, will be on hand 
to evaluate the interesting and historic 

firearms that 
gun owners 
bring in for 
examination.

Wicklund, 
curator of 
the National 
Firearms 
Museum in 
Fairfax, Virg., 
says the guns 
in the NDCHF exhibit “tell the story 
of the opening of the West through the 
end of the frontier.”

He is in charge of the National Rifle 
Association’s 4,500-piece collection at 
its museum in Fairfax.

Along with Wicklund at the Road 
Show will be Mark Halvorson, from 
the State Historical Society of N.D., 
and Gerald Groenewold, from Grand 
Forks.

NDCHF hosts antique gun road show

L-R: Doug Wicklund, NRA, and Mark Halvorson, SHSND. 
As an added feature to the “Guns of Dakota” exhibit at the Cowboy Hall of Fame again this 
summer, the NDCHF will host a “Gun Road Show” with one of the nation’s top firearms 
experts on hand June 13 and 14. 

Gerald Groenewold
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The “Guns of Dakota” collection 
this season will feature a .36-caliber 
Colt that once belonged to “Buffalo 
Bill” Cody.  

The incredible revolver that was 
presented to Cody by Samuel Colt 
is on loan from the NRA’s National 
Firearms Museum in Alexandria, Virg.  

Other new firearms in the “Guns of 
Dakota” exhibit include a plank can-
non found at the site of Fort Dilts, 
near present-day Marmarth.  

The rare, small cannon was used 
during the siege of a wagon train by 
Lakota Warriors in 1864.  

The wagon train, under the com-
mand of Captain James Fisk, was 
enroute to the Montana gold fields 
from Fort Rice, Dakota Territory, 
when the running battle took place.  

Fisk eventually circled his wagons 
and used plows to build a sod wall 
around his embattled group. Over 900 
soldiers from Fort Rice (south of pres-
ent-day Mandan) rescued the wagon 

train two weeks 
after the siege 
began. 

The plank 
cannon is 
on loan to 
the NDCHF 
from the State 
Historical 
Society of 
North Dakota.

A very rare 
and storied 
model 1886 
Winchester 
carried to 
the Klondike 

gold fields in the 1890s has also 
been added to the “Guns of Dakota” 
exhibit. 

The 40/82-caliber lever action was 
carried over the famed Klondike 
Pass in the Yukon by Trustee David 
Dunlop’s great-uncle Patrick Carey, 
who was on his way to the gold fields 
of Alaska. 

Hundreds of men and thousands 
of horses died trying to make the 
treacherous journey.  Carey and the 
Winchester made the trip.  He didn’t 
get rich, but he did make it home with 
the rifle.  

Dunlop, of St. John, N.D., presented 
his great-uncle’s rifle to the NDCHF, 
and it is now part of the permanent 
collection.

Extraordinary examples of wood 
carvings by folk artist John Sogge also 
went on display this year.  

Sogge, born in Minn., was a cow-
boy and rancher who gained national 
acclaim for his remarkable modeling 
of wagons, horses and people. 

The folk art collection features a 
“cutter”, a “Victorian carriage”, a 
“spring wagon”, a “mud wagon stage 
coach” and a “piano box buggy”. 

They were gifts from NDCHF 
benefactor Palmer Nelson, Sogge’s 
brother-in-law who has made numer-
ous other gifts to the Hall of Fame.

Hall adds to exhibits

WE PUT THE WORLD AT YOUR FEET

www.carpetworldfargo.com € www.carpetworldbismarck.com

"Buffalo Bill" Cody revolver

Fort Dilts plank cannon

Mud wagon stage coach
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NDCHF Executive Director Darrell Dorgan is excited 
these days about the new NDCHF license plate.  

He says, “The plates are being proudly displayed on 
vehicles around the state and beyond. They will be an 
excellent marketing tool for the Cowboy Hall of Fame.”

Judith Hammer, project manager, says, “It’s not too late 
to order yours if you haven’t done so already.” 

You can still order through the NDCHF office or directly 
through the ND DOT. Remember—NDCHF gets $15 of 
each special license plate ordered.

If you need a form, call the Bismarck office (701-250-
1833) or go to www.dot.nd.gov.  Click on Application for 
Organization Plate (SFN 54397), complete the form and 
mail it to the ND DOT.

NDCHF plates still 
available
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undraisingF

Would you like to put your name or 
the name of a friend or loved one on a 
piece of the Cowboy Hall of Fame? 

There’s now an opportunity for 
those who missed out on a patio 
table to do so. People can purchase a 
chair in the Tom Leach Theater at the 
Cowboy Hall of Fame for just $500.

NDCHF Executive Director Darrell 
Dorgan says, “This is your chance to 
add your name or a family member or 
friend’s name to the Cowboy Hall of 

Fame. For $500, you can have a brass 
plaque put on a theater chair.”

He says, “It will be ‘first come, first 
served,’ just like the patio tables, and 
there are only 25 unsold chairs left.”

Chairs have been purchased honor-
ing the following:

• L. Ray Baird
• Paige Baker Sr. & Cora Baker 
• Robert & Ruth Bayer
• Georgia Bosch

• Joe R. Bosch
• Henry & Margaret Breuer
• Vic Christensen
• Emmet & Dorothy Dorgan
• Donald & Delanis Eckroth
• George & Thelma Fenton
• Joe & Sandi Frenzel, Little 

Missouri Cattle, LLP
• Lemore & Rosella Greenshields
• Florence Hauer
• Joe Hauer
• Kenneth & Irene Henry
• Marvin L. Kaiser
• Rep. Theodore A. & Helen W. 

Lang
• Preston & Sharon Leingang
• A. Lynn McMillan
• Richard Miller
• Jim & Jean Nesheim
• Evelyn Neuens
• Nickadomus Senn & Lorance 

Wolf
• Kurt & Madonna (Tescher) Tibor 

& family

Call the Bismarck office (701-250-
1833) for more information or to pur-
chase a chair.

NDCHF sells theater chairs

Example of theater chair plaque.

An equal opportunity chance to win 
the hand-tooled, one-of-a-kind saddle 
created by Bill Engen for this year’s 
raffle still stands. 

Cowpokes attending the Medora 
Cowboy Poetry Festival over 
Memorial Day weekend will have 
the opportunity to inspect the saddle 
at close range and to buy even more 
chances to take possession of the 
Theodore Roosevelt saddle. 

Between the two organizations, 
more than 500 people have been fan-
ning out over the Dakotas since last 
fall, convincing friends and neighbors 

that this signature saddle is exactly 
what a well-groomed steed needs for 
the Fourth of July parade. 

The winner of this year’s raffle will 
be announced during NDCHF induc-
tion activities in Medora on June 27.  

By early May, 16 percent of last 
year’s gross ticket sales have been 
received at the Bismarck office.  

Contact the NDCHF office in 
Bismarck (701-250-1833) if you have 
a hankering to sell more tickets, and 
we’ll get them in the mail to you as 
quickly as we can.

NDCHF Trustees & Cowboy Poetry members sell tickets

Engen's TR saddle.

by Judith Hammer
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Inductees2009

Great Westerner Division

ARTHUR LINK
Arthur Link was born on May 

24, 1914, near Alexander, N.D., in 
McKenzie County. 

His father was an immigrant from 
what is now the Czech Republic, and 
his mother was from Germany. They 
gradually found their way to western 
N.D. and filed a homestead. 

His formal education took place in 
a one-room country school where he 
completed 8th grade. 

In 1929, he enrolled in a two-
year farm husbandry course at N.D. 
Agricultural College at age 15, but 
was able to complete just the first 
year.

He returned 
to the farm/
ranch to help his 
father, who was 
keen on partici-
pating in agri-
cultural orga-
nizations. Link 
took it to heart 
and continued 
his involve-
ment with the 
Farmers Union. 

He spent the 
winter of 1937 
at Brookwood 
Labor College 
in upstate 
N.Y., learning 
organizational 
techniques and 
broadening his 
horizons.

Link married 
Grace Johnson 
in 1939, built 
a farm/ranch 
operation in 
McKenzie 
County and 
a family. By 

1951, they had five boys and one girl. 
The cow/calf ranching operation, 

operated from 1929-1970, eventually 
grew to 2,000 acres.

Link was active in township and 
county boards and organizations that 
formed the basis for his legislative 
career that began in 1946 when he 
was elected to the N.D. House of 
Representatives, serving as minority 
leader for 14 years. 

In 1970, he was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives and elected 
Governor of N.D. in 1972. While 
Governor, he chaired the Midwestern 
Governors’ Conf. in 1978. 

His accomplishments that continue 
to benefit N.D.’s citizens are legion. 
Most importantly, he called for cau-
tious, orderly development of the 

state’s natural resources. 
In 2008, a documentary film by the 

Dakota Institute, when the Landscape 
is Quiet Again, captured Link’s 
indomitable spirit and paid tribute to 
his tenacity and many good works.

Link is an avid supporter of the 
NDCHF, signing up as a charter mem-
ber and served as honorary chair of 
the initial capital campaign. 

They live in Bismarck where Art 
continues to keep abreast of politi-
cal and social affairs. His interest in 
preserving and celebrating the past are 
also evident in his roles as chairman 
of the N.D. Centennial Commission.

Link was also a NDCHF charter 
member and Trustee and a charter 
member of the National Cowboy Hall 
of Fame. 

He was also a member of the N.D. 
Farmers Union, McKenzie County 
Farmers Union and Welfare Board, 
county and state Farm Security 
Administration committee and 
the Randolph Township Board of 
Supervisors and School Board. 

His character, wisdom, integrity and 
determination have been invaluable 
in preserving western N.D.’s heritage 
and lifestyle.

Legacy Award

WILLARD SCHNELL
Willard Schnell is one of eleven 

children born to Ray Sr. and Clara 
Schnell of Dickinson. He was raised 
in Dickinson, where he has lived all 
but seven years of his life.

Schnell’s father and two partners 
founded the Dickinson Livestock 
Sales Company in 1937 and, from 
that time on, the auction and livestock 
market business played a major role in 
the entire family. 

Schnell launched his auctioneering 
career at age 18 and learned his 
auction chant from his father and his 

Arthur Link
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brothers Howard and Robert. 
Over the years, he sold auctions 

of all types, including cattle, horse 
and sheep sales; farm and real estate 
auctions; and charity and fundraising 
auctions. 

He has sold an amazing number of 
feeder cattle and calf sales, estimated 
at more than four million head, and 
tens of thousands of horses, over his 
62-year career.

In 1960, Schnell moved his family 
to Miles City, Mont., where he 
operated the Miles City Livestock 
Center for seven years. 

Following his time in Miles City, 
Schnell returned to Dickinson and, in 
1977, purchased Schnell Livestock 
with partners Armon Wolff, Delmar 
Erickson, and his son, Larry. They 
changed the name to Stockmen’s 
Livestock Exchange. 

In 2001, Stockmen’s Livestock 
purchased Western Livestock and, 
today, they sell from 130,000 to 
160,000 head of cattle each year. 

He no longer sells, but is still a 
partner in the operation of the two 
facilities, along with Larry Schnell 
and James Erickson. 

When not working behind the 
microphone, Schnell was heavily 
involved in rodeo, both as a contestant 
and as a promoter and manager. 

He was a state champion calf roper 
and cow cutter and also competed in 
steer wrestling and bronc riding. 

Schnell helped create or manage 
top-notch rodeo events, including 
the Dickinson Bronc Riding Match 
of Champions (now Home On The 

Range Champions Ride), Dickinson 
Teddy Roosevelt Rodeo, Minot Indoor 
Rodeo and Miles City Bucking Horse 
Sale.  

Over the years, Schnell has 
contributed his time, talent and 
resources to many industry 
organizations. He is a past president 
of the N.D. Auctioneers Assn. and the 
Mont. Auctioneers Assn. 

He has been active in the U.S. 
Meat Export Federation; the N.D. 
Beef Commission; and the National 
Cattlemen’s, American Quarter Horse, 
N.D. Rodeo and N.D. Cutting Horse 
Assns. He serves as a N.D. Cowboy 
Hall of Fame Board member.

Schnell has seven children. He 
married Linda Knapp in 1992. 

Special Achievement Division

50 YEARS 
IN THE SADDLE

On May 26, 1957, 22 ranchers who 
had been working with cattle since 
at least 1907 met in New Town and 
organized a social club dubbed “50 
Years in the Saddle”. 

They decided to gather once a 
year to reminisce and “to preserve 
memories and traditions”. Many of the 
charter members also belonged to the 
Western Livestockmen’s Association 
(now the N.D. Stockmen’s 
Association). 

The second annual meeting was 
held in 1958 at Angus Kennedy’s 

Skunk Creek Camp on Ft. Berthold. 
Membership requirements have 
changed through the years.   

Now, a man or woman must be at 
least 55 years old and have worked 
with livestock for his/her livelihood.

Women were first allowed active 
membership with the right to vote in 
1980 when Lettie Kellogg was admit-
ted.

The membership boards at Watford 
City’s Heritage Park list over 500 
members since 1957. 

In 1958, charter members voted in 
17 “old timers” as honorary mem-
bers, including Sam Rhoades, Crist 
Lee, Shy Osterhaut, Dr. H. Anderson, 
Alfred Haugen, Clint Randall, Billy 
Timmons, Richard Maase, Usher L. 
Burdick, Martin Knutson, Charlie 
Davis, Gube Saunders, E.H. O’Cain, 
Ben Bird, Bill Taylor, John Leakey 
and Mert Buckley.

In 1961, the group decided that 
Watford City would be the official 
headquarters, with dues set at $5.00. 
Dues have since risen to $10.00, 
which covers the annual meeting 
meal. There are about 130 members 
who meet for the June round up. 

Four volumes of western N.D. his-
tory, compiled by Andrew Johnston 
and Manfred Signalness, have been 
published by the organization. 

The group has created historical 
markers; put up plaques, signs and 
benches; donated trophies for 4-H 
shows; and generally documented life 
on the “western edge.”

Many members have been indi-
vidually inducted into the NDCHF, 

50 Years In the SaddleWillard Schnell
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including Angus Kennedy, William 
“Bill” Taylor, Brooks Keogh, 
Earl Henderson, Alvin Nelson, 
Louie Pelissier, Elmer Clark, Dale 
Jorgenson, Jim Johnston, Bill 
McCarty, George M. Christensen, Ray 
Schnell and Evelyn Neuens.

RANCHING DIVISION

Pre-1940 Ranching

PERFECTO FERNANDEZ
Perfecto Fernandez, a/k/a Georgie 

Baye, was born in Brownsville, Texas, 
on May 12, 1861. His first cattle drive 
was to Wyo. in 1875. 

After hooking up with John 
Goodall, he came along to Dakota 
Territory. According to folks at the 
Wibaux Museum, Fernandez helped 
Pierre Wibaux drive longhorns from 
Texas to Mont. 

He worked as a horse wrangler for 
Wibaux and Gus Grissy at the W Bar 
Ranch. Fernandez was riding for the 
Little Missouri Livestock Association 
and took part in the massive round up 
with Teddy Roosevelt in 1884. 

In 1885, he moved to the White 
Earth Valley and was the horse fore-
man and bronc buster for Jameson’s 
EJ Horse Ranch situated five miles 
north of Hall’s Trading Post. 

Fernandez made saddles, rawhide 
braided ropes, reins, bridles and 
horsehair saddle pads during the long 
winter months. 

He took part in horse races and 
played polo at the EJ. On the 4th of 
July, he played stringed instruments 
and harmonica for celebrations at the 
Trading Post. 

The Marquis de Mores gifted 

Fernandez and Hall with matching 
Colt 45-caliber revolvers. They were 
guests at the Chateau de Mores on a 
number of occasions. 

Fernandez made his way to Mandan 
when President Theodore Roosevelt 
came to N.D. in 1903. He hopped on 
the train and went on to Medora with 
Roosevelt. When Roosevelt became 
president, he orchestrated Fernandez’s 
citizenship, registering under the name 
Georgie Baye. 

After the EJ Ranch was sold, 
Fernandez continued a horse operation 
with Ed Hall. 

Fernandez served as Grand Marshall 
at the 25th Anniversary of Sidney, 
Mont. His hat is displayed in the 
Wibaux Museum. 

He settled on Bennie Peer Creek in 
McKenzie County to raise sheep and 
horses. In the late 1890s, he married 
Margaret Smith in Sanger, N.D., and 
they had three sons. 

Fernandez died in Aug. 1935 and 
was buried just north of the Cross 
Ranch near Sanger.

Modern-era Ranching

GEORGE FENTON
George Fenton was born Oct. 30, 

1907, near Oakdale and at the south 
slope of the Killdeer Mountains. 

When his father died, his mother 
moved upriver to live with her broth-
er. He was educated in Grand Forks 
and Killdeer. 

After Fenton finished 8th grade, he 

hiked 25 miles from Killdeer to start a 
full-fledged ranching career at the ten-
der age of 13, working for his uncle, 
“Big” Pete Peterson. 

There Fenton herded cattle and 
learned the benefits of good grazing 
distribution by observing livestock 
closely. 

Like his uncle, he bought land from 
settlers who were leaving the area. 
Eventually, the Diamond X Ranch 
comprised 11,000 acres of owned and 
leased land.

Fenton built stock dams to comple-
ment the seven artesian wells and was 
careful not to overstock his herd or 
overgraze his pastures. 

He was especially noted for his 
good range and grassland manage-
ment practices. He raised beef cattle, 
mostly Herefords, and was respected 
as a cattleman of the finest caliber. 

Fenton appreciated horses, trusting 
them more than an engine. He used 
equine power for haying well into the 
1970s and spent the summers putting 
up hay along the river bottom.

Fenton belonged to the N.D. 
Stockmen’s Association and 50 Years 
in the Saddle and was a charter mem-
ber of the National Cowboy Hall of 
Fame in Oklahoma. 

As a young man, he’d strap an 
accordion onto his saddle, ride to a 
barn dance and play until sunrise.

Fenton was unassuming, quietly 
confident, humble and honest. He 
shunned the limelight, enjoying 
instead the company of ordinary hard-
working folks. 

He preferred ranching life in tune 
with the pioneers, rather than modern-
day ranching. Fenton had a love of the 
land, an enjoyment of adventure and a 
tough constitution.

He took a neighbor, Thelma 
Edwards, as his bride in 1935, and 
they had four daughters. He died in 
Oct. 1993 and is buried at the Oakdale 
Cemetery.

RODEO DIVISION
Modern-era Rodeo

ANGUS FOX
Angus Fox was born in Elbowoods, 

N.D., in 1936 to Guy and Grace 

George Fenton

Perfecto Fernandez
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(Parshall) Fox. 
Educated at Shell Creek Day School 

and Elbowoods High, he finished up 
high school at Killdeer because the 
waters from the Garrison Diversion 
project had inundated his parents’ 
home place, and they were forced 
to relocate their large family to 
Mandaree.

Fox remembers that he and his 
brothers trailed their cattle 50 miles 
via the Sanish Bridge to get the herd 
to the new spread. 

He tamed and broke all his own 
horses. Fox began participating in 
rodeo in 1950, participating in saddle 
bronc, bareback, team roping, bull rid-
ing, wild horse racing and calf roping. 

He attended Dickinson State 
College and was a member of the 
illustrious 1958 rodeo team that 
won the Rocky Mountain Regional 
Championship and went on to the 
National Championship Rodeo in 
Colorado Springs.

He belonged to the N.D. High 
School Rodeo Association, the 
NDRA, the NDRCA and the Great 
Plains Indian Rodeo Association for 
many years. From 1962-2007, he 
was a member of the American Paint 
Horse Association. 

Fox really showed his stuff in the 
saddle bronc riding events by captur-
ing 11 high school and NDRA cham-
pionships from 1954-1973. 

He also won bareback champion-
ships in 1955 and 1965, calf-roping 
championship in 1955 and an all-
around championship in 1959. He 
won GPIRA saddle bronc  champion-

ships in 1969, 1970 and 1973.
Fox didn’t throw in the rope until 

suffering an injury in 1980, whereup-
on he began judging NDRA and high 
school rodeos in N.D. and out of state. 

He judged NDRA and high school 
rodeos from 1980-1986. 

Fox now resides in New Town, but 
still has a ranch east of where his par-
ents lived. 

He supplemented ranch income 
by working for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs on Fort Berthold to raise his 
family of five children, two of whom 
still live in the New Town area.

He no longer runs cattle, but still 
registers his C+ brand for his horses. 
Fox is well known and well respected 
by his peers.

Modern-era Rodeo

BRAD GJERMUNDSON
In March 2009, four-time world 

champion saddle bronc rider Brad 
Gjermundson turned 50. According 
to the NDCHF bylaws, he became 
eligible for nomination and induction. 
Born March 25, 1959, in Richardton 
to Stanley and Sharon Gjermundson, 
his achievements, accomplishments, 
criteria and biographical information 
are well known.

After joining the PRCA in 1980, he 
promptly earned the “Rookie of the 
Year” award. Gjermundson qualified 
for his first National Finals in 1981 
and again in 1982-1988 and 1994. 

At the 1994 NFR, he entered in 13th 
place and earned $81,000 in 10 days, 

more than any other contestant that 
year.

Gjermundson began his rodeo career 
by winning the N.D. High School 
Rodeo Association saddle bronc 
championship in 1976 and 1977 and 
all-around champion in 1977. 

He was the NDHSRA team-roping 
champion in 1975 and competed in 
the National High School Rodeo 
Association Finals in 1975-1977.

He continued to compete on the 
Dickinson State College rodeo team 
from 1977-1980, winning the National 
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association 
Great Plains Region in 1978-1980 and 
5th in the nation in 1978, 2nd in 1979 
and the championship in 1980. 

He was named the NDRA “Rookie 
of the Year” in 1978, winning the 
NDRA saddle bronc  championship in 
1979. 

Gjermundson competed and 
brought home prizes from all over the 
U.S., including Houston, Cheyenne, 
Calgary, Pendleton (Ore.) and many 
more. 

He earned the Badlands Circuit 
Finals saddle bronc championship six 
times between 1983 and 1995.

Gjermundson has been invited to 
the Home On The Range Champions’ 
Ride 21 times from 1978-1998. He 
received the 35th Annual Champion’s 
Ride Walt Neuens Memorial buckle in 
1991 and, since 2002, has served on 
HOTR Rodeo Committee.

He was inducted into the N.D. 
Sports Hall of Fame in 1994 and the 
ProRodeo Hall of Fame in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., in 1995. He received 
the DSU Young Hawk Award in 1997 
and was named to the DSU Alumni 
Fellow Program in 2008.

Gjermundson married Jackie Brown 
in June 1984, lives on a ranch near 
Marshall and has three children. He is 
also a sales rep for Orwig’s Livestock 
Supplements.

Pre-1940 Rodeo

MELVIN GRIFFIN
Born into the ranching life in Miles 

City, Mont., on Dec. 4, 1908, Melvin 
Griffin started helping trail cattle into 
Miles City with his dad when he was 
only 10 years old. 

Brad Gjermundson

Angus Fox
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He finished eighth grade and got the 
rest of his education in the “School of 
Hard Knocks”. 

After trailing some cattle into N.D., 
he began breaking horses for Alex 
LaSotta on the Triple V Ranch. He 
soon began riding saddle bronc, rop-
ing calves and rodeoing around the 
country. He also served as a pick-up 
man and rodeo judge.

Louie Pelissier once said, “While 
Melvin worked for Alex, he bucked 
a horse over every sage bush on the 
river bottom. Melvin could ride any-
thing.” 

When the train stopped in Medora, 
Griffin was among the locals who put 
on one-hour rodeos for the bemuse-
ment of the train passengers. This was 
how he once had occasion to ride a 
bucking mule for the Queen Marie of 
Romania.

Griffin actively participated in 
rodeo for about 20 years–in the 
1920s and 1930s, participating at 
Sanish, Dickinson, Killdeer, Rhame, 
Marmarth, Medora, the HT Ranch in 
N.D. and at Baker and Wibaux, Mont.

Les Tisor of Medora says, “I saw 
Melvin ride bucking horses and, while 
they were clowning around, he could 
ride them backwards or any direction 
and never get bucked off.”

Griffin was a pick-up man at the last 
Sanish rodeo performance, before the 
arena was flooded after the Garrison 
Dam closing. 

He ranched at various locations, 
raising horses and Herefords that were 
branded with a Bar U Bar on the left 
thigh. 

After he married Margaret Gunkel 
and became a family man (three chil-
dren), Griffin felt strongly about being 
at home. 

He started building a cattle herd in 
the 1920s and, in 1949, trailed his cat-
tle to the John Trotter ranch north of 
Medora and later to the Hazel Gorrel 
Ranch at Trotters. 

By 1957, the family moved to the 
Gunkel Ranch south of Medora, 
which was Margaret’s original home. 
They finally owned two ranches south 
of Medora and one north of Medora.

Griffin was known for his honesty, 
work ethic and willingness to help 
others. He died Aug. 25, 1998, in 
Dickinson and is buried in Medora.

Cowboy Long Rider Division

JOHN HOVDE
John Hovde is, far and away, the 

“Horse Whisperer” of N.D. Growing 
up on a Williams County ranch, he 
was already learning how to train 
horses at age six. 

The Hovde kids showed horses and 
cattle in 4-H. After the family moved 
into Williston, Hovde spent summers 
back at the ranch alone, under rustic 
conditions, taking in outside horses 
that were mostly four- to six-year-old 
renegades.

Hovde graduated from NDSU with 
a bachelor’s degree in animal sci-
ence in 1969. He served two years 
in Vietnam with the U.S. Army’s 1st 

Cavalry Division and, though he kept 
asking for a horse, he never got one.

Back stateside, Hovde and his wife 
lived in Fairview, Mont., where he 
managed a feedlot. He bought cattle 
and eventually leased a spread east of 
his childhood home, the old Parker 
Ranch, named for its founder, Minot’s 
Clarence Parker. 

The ranch, where he and Kathleen 
raised their two children, continues to 
be their home on the range. 

Hovde began putting on horse-
manship clinics in 1972 and was 
instrumental in starting the Equine 
Connection in 1990 to help educate 
the public on all areas of the horse 
industry. 

Through the years, he has judged 
countless high school cutting com-
petitions and horse shows, as well as 
coaching many high school competi-
tors. 

Hovde has traveled to the Bar 26 
Ranch (once owned by John Wayne) 
in Winslow, Ariz., to teach horseman-
ship clinics. 

He has been active within the 
Mondak Association and the N.D. 
Cutting Horse Association, serving 
as president of both associations for 
many years. 

The Hovdes have hosted the AQHA 
State Trail Ride at their ranch, with 
proceeds from that event donated to 
the Home On The Range. 

For 30 years, Hovde has voluntarily 
conducted 8 to 12 4-H horsemanship 
clinics. He is also an adjunct professor 
of animal and range sciences for the 
NDSU Equine Department, Fargo.

One of Hovde’s biggest accomplish-
ments yet to be matched by anyone 
else was his successful campaign 
to the AQHA championship with a 
3-year-old mare. 

In 2003, Hovde took 9th place in the 
Versatility Ranch Horse Competition. 
He also won many state cutting, work-
ing cow horse and reining competi-
tions in N.D. and S.D. He was chosen 
as the N.D. Horse Council 2007 
“Horse Person of the Year”. 

Hovde’s philosophy can be summed 
up as “Horsemanship isn’t teaching a 
horse, it is learning how to ask a horse 
to do something in a way the horse 
can understand.”

Photo by Becky H
erm

anson

John Hovde

Melvin Griffin
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NDCHF hosts book signing eet new board memberM
Roxanne Solberg-Gillespie, York, ND

NDCHF District: 8

www.dakotacommunitybank.com

We are now taking orders for this 
limited edition commemorative 
pistol. For more information call or 
visit us online at:

NDCHF Commemorative Pistol 

1-800-619-5729 
or www.sspromotionalgroup.com

Family: Two sons, Dakota age 19 
& Colton age 15; widow of Kurtis 
Gillespie.

Occupation: Rancher, bookkeeper for 
the Harlow Coop Elevator.

How did you choose your line of 
work? My husband & I took over the 

family ranch that my parents (Ole & 
Shirley Solberg) ran & that was home-
steaded by my grandparents.

Did you grow up in ranching or 
rodeo? I grew up around working on 
our horse ranch.

First horse:  Gold Singer’s Honey. 
She was a granddaughter to my Dad’s 
favorite horse.

Favorite rodeo event:  Bullriding.

Special ranching/rodeo memories: 
Before my husband & I were married, 
we lived in different parts of the state. 
We would meet wherever there was a 
Roughrider rodeo for our dates. For our 
10th anniversary, we went to the NFR 
& renewed our vows at the Little White 
Chapel in Las Vegas.

First job: Turn of the Century fashion 
shows during the Centennial celebra-
tions.

Your hero & why?  My dad because 
of what he taught me about life, people 
& horses.

Advice to young people:  Stay up on 
the newest fashion in clothes & music, 

but stay true to the oldest fashion in 
values.

Five things you like:  Spending time 
with my boys, sitting around a camp-
fire, a good steak dinner, watching 
“Dancing with the Stars” & ranch life.

Last book you read: First to Die by 
James Patterson.

Most significant learning experience: 
The challenge of operating & maintain-
ing our ranch after my husband’s death.

If you won the ND lottery, how 
would you spend it:  It would never 
happen because I’m too tight to buy a 
lottery ticket.

One unique thing about you that 
most people don’t know: I’m a quilter.

Honors and accomplishments: 
NDCHF Trustee & now Board member, 
Bree Township officer, Sunday School 
superintendent, deacon in my church.

Why do you support the NDCHF?  
I’m honored to be a part of helping to 
preserve our N.D. cowboy history & 
heritage.
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NDCHF hosts book signing alkin’ with trusteesT
Keith Borchert, Wahpeton, ND

(near Great Bend, a cross between Mayberry & Woodstock)
NDCHF District: 12

Family: Wife, Cindy, married 36 
years, & two grown daughters, Kristin 
and Cara.

Occupation: Retired educator of 32 
years, “working cowboy”, ranch hand 
& funeral singer. I worked on ranches 
from Dunn County to the Sheyenne 
National Grasslands.

How did you choose your line of 
work? By design, not necessarily by 
choice. Classroom teacher, then they 
made an administrator out of me. 
Always worked on the farm/ranch.

Did you grow up in ranching or 
rodeo? I grew up around cows, cow-
boys and cattle. Team roped profes-
sionally for about 8 years. Did win a 
number of jackpots & small rodeos 
until they made me a 90 pro. Then the 
competition kept getting younger.

First horse:  Little Quarter horse 
named Sioux Bar that I picked up 
around Buffalo, S.D., as a yearling. 
Broke her & rode her for 23 years. 
Used her on the Centennial Wagon 
Train when she was 21.

Favorite rodeo event:  
All timed events, but a 
good saddle bronc ride is 
poetry.
 
First rodeo experience: 
Riding calves in the pig 
yard & Mom was not 
happy.

Special ranching/rodeo 
memories: Two of us on 
horseback, loading a bull 
into a trailer, 20 miles 
from nowhere & no cor-

ral. Good thing we had good horses, 
extra ropes, all day to do it & the bull 
was young. Also, trailing pairs in the 
spring from south of Dunn Center to 
the Badlands & the round ups in the 
fall.

When you were a teenager, what did 
you want to be when you grew up?  
I guess a “working cowboy” & being 
outside. I second guessed myself the 
other day on that one, when we were 
trying to treat feedlot calves when it 
was 38 below.

First job: Raking hay, raking hay, 
raking hay!!

Advice to young people:  Jesus 
Christ--the reason is obvious.

Favorite free-time activities: Sing 
– soloist at weddings, funerals, in a 
quartet & semi-pro a capella men’s 
group called Dakota Harmony. Also, 
hunting, roping & riding.

Five things you like:  Predator hunt 
on cross country skis, see my family, 

be with my wife, visit the Durango 
Colo. country. Spring brandings on the 
Casey & Koko Gjermundson ranch.

Last book you read: It’s Better to be 
Lucky than Good by Merle Aus.

Your greatest learning experience: 
Not to put too much trust in supervi-
sors who are on “power trips.”

If you won the ND lottery, how 
would you spend it?  No chance, I 
don’t gamble. But, if I happened to 
find money in an old building on my 
place, I would help my children a bit 
more, help my church & buy a good 
role/using horse, not sure in what 
order.

One unique thing about you that 
most people don’t know: I used to 
have hair & I play the harmonica & 
dabble in cowboy poetry. I used to do 
triathlons.

Honors and accomplishments: Not 
one to toot my horn. The best honor 
I can have is to be the best husband 
& father I can be. I’ve worked for 6 
different brands & broken 10 different 
bones.

Why do you support the NDCHF?  
I am a 4th generation North Dakotan, 
a student of N.D. history, history that 
needs to be preserved for future gener-
ations. The NDCHF is doing just that. 
Besides that, it’s just plain fun.
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"Star Horse Woman" 
- Making a difference among her people

Cynthia 
Lindquist Mala, 
Ta’sunka Wicahpi 
Winyan - “Star 
Horse Woman”, 
once dreamed 
of becoming a 
human rights 
lawyer and sav-
ing the world’s 
underrepresented 
people. 

Instead, after earning a Bachelor’s 
degree in Indian studies and English 
from UND in 1981, she returned to 
the Spirit Lake Dakota Reservation at 
Fort Totten. 

Tribal Chairman Elmer White 
recruited her for the Tribe’s health 
director/planner. Lindquist Mala says, 
“It was wonderful work and a great 
learning experience. I learned more 
about the Dakota culture and ceremo-
nies.” 

Lindquist Mala’s professional back-
ground before coming home to be 
a tribal college president was in the 
field of health, specifically Indian 
health systems.  

She came up through the ranks as 
her Tribe’s health director/planner, 
working for the Indian Health Service 
(the federal agency charged with pro-
viding healthcare to America’s first 
citizens) at the regional and national 
levels. 

While on staff at UND School 
of Medicine and Health Sciences, 
Lindquist Mala wrote the original pro-
posal for the Northern Plains Healthy 
Start initiative to address the high 
infant mortality in Indian country. 

She graduated with a Master’s in 
public administration (with an Indian 

health emphasis) from UND in 1988 
and a doctorate in educational leader-
ship from UND came in 2006.

Lindquist Mala served a three-
year political appointment under the 
Clinton administration and for the 
Indian Health Service. 

She returned to North Dakota in 

1998 to become director of the N.D. 
Indian Affairs Commission. 

Lindquist Mala says, “I served as 
the liaison between the Governor’s 
office and the five Tribal nations in 
N.D. The experience gave me a more 
in-depth perspective of the relation-
ship between State and tribal govern-

Cynthia Lindquist 
Mala

Cynthia and granddaughter
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ments.”
She recalls her doctoral work at 

UND in 1999, “I felt very much out 
of my ‘league’ being with a group of 
educators —teachers, superintendents, 
faculty, etc.” 

“I learned a great deal about the 
education system, but little did I know 
that I was in the program because I 
was destined to return home and be a 
tribal college president!”

It was the summer of 2003, and peo-
ple from the Spirit Lake Dakota Tribe 
were encouraging her to apply for 
the president’s position at Cankdeska 
Cikana (Little Hoop) Community 
College (CCCC).

Lindquist Mala says, “My job is my 
passion because we impact people’s 
lives and their ability to take care of 
themselves and their families.”

She credits at least part of her suc-
cess at CCCC to being the oldest of 
13 children. She says, “I had nine 
brothers, three sisters and five adopted 
sisters.” 

Her mother is Dakota and still 
works full time as the Tribe’s Healthy 
Start Coordinator. Her father was 
Swedish and Norwegian and a former 
chief of police in Devils Lake. 

She grew up in St. Michael, 
N.D., on the Spirit Lake Dakota 
Reservation, in her grandparents’ two-
room house. It was during the 1950s, 
and her memories are good ones of 
living without plumbing, her grandpa 
and uncle hunting and her grandma’s 
large garden. 

She says, “Everyone worked hard 
together, while exchanging stories and 
laughter. I have memories of riding 
horses bareback, but it was the era 
when cars were coming into vogue.” 

Lindquist Mala says, “My parents 
went through a bitter divorce, and my 
father got custody of seven children. I 
left the reservation when I was about 
13 years old and, during my teen years 
while at Girl Scout or church camps, 
and I always signed up for horseback 
riding.” Her dad died in 1977.  

She says, “I was confused in many 
ways and had a challenging young 
adult life. When I became my Tribe’s 
health director in 1982, I was in my 
early 30s and drinking was still an 
integral part of my social life.”

After a while in the position, 
Lindquist Mala came to some life 
realizations and made a conscious 

choice to try to live as a Dakota win-
yan (woman).    

She says, “I say try, as to live this 
way is as difficult as it is rooted in 
common sense, compassion, honesty, 
sharing and based on self-respect.  
Dakota way is spirituality with a 
belief in a higher power and that 
everything is connected—life is about 
relationships.”

Lindquist Mala says, “When I 
began participating in ceremonies in 
the early 1980s, I received my first 
Dakota name—Hoton, Ho Waste 
Winyan, Good Voice Woman—which 
was my great-great-grandma’s name.”

During some Indian Health Service 
forums, Lindquist Mala met a healer 
from Canada who was most helpful 
to the work and, during a ceremony, 
her second Dakota name was given to 
her, “Star Horse Woman”, Ta’sunka 
Wicahpi Winyan.  

She says, “The name reflected who 
I was and the work I was trying to 
accomplish for the good of the people. 
I had a ‘vision’ of how our people 
could help themselves and heal the 
wounds from our history. It was quite 
humbling to remember as we usually 
don’t talk about 
these things.”

Over the years, 
she attended 
rodeos and 
admired the talent 
and grace of the 
various competi-
tions. Bull riding 
was a favorite, 
though she would 
close her eyes 
and then ask what 
happened.  

She says, “I 
have several close 
friends who still 
have wild horses, 
and I try to ride 
whenever pos-
sible. I love the 
freedom of riding 
and understand-
ing the power 
of the horse and 
how wonderful 
all these gifts are 
that have been 
given to me.”

Lindquist Mala 
hopes to have 

CCCC partner with Spirit Lake Social 
Services to implement a horse-therapy 
project for the reservation’s foster-care 
youth. 

She says, “I know several tribal col-
leges already have such programs, and 
I believe these services will help col-
lege students, too.”

Lindquist Mala is a grandma with 
seven grandchildren and another 
expected this summer. She has three 
children, all with professional careers, 
and says, “Being a grandma is won-
derful and so different from being a 
parent. I think I am a better grandma 
than I was a mom, as I really did not 
know what I was doing then.”

She says, “I am now a ‘baby’ elder 
of my tribe, and I have come to 
realize my blessings. I have a large 
extended family and have had many 
professional opportunities during my 
lifetime.”

“My life path has sometimes been 
chaotic with stumbles and mistakes. 
However, ‘Wakan Tanka’ (Creator or 
Great Mystery) has been good to me 
and has put me where I was meant to 
be, contributing to my community.”
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Barrel racing showcases outstanding N.D. horsemanship

Bonita (Bohnsack) Laske started 
barrel racing in high school when 
she got a new horse, Ruby Blak, a 
Hancock-bred, three-year-old mare. 

She says, “I was fortunate to have 
Freida Bohnsack, a single mom, 
adopt me.” Laske went to country 
school near the ranch, helped her 
mother cook for the cowboys and 
worked in the garden with her grand-
pa, Charlie Bohnsack.

She started riding horses at a young 
age and says, “Sometimes my mother 
would put me on buckers and, after I 
got up off the ground, she would say, 
‘Bonita, get back on now.’” 

Laske practiced barrel racing every 
night after school. Horse and rider 
would gallop around the ranch, up 
and down the hills and jumping the 
ravines. She says, “Ruby was an 
amazing horse.”

She also took reining lessons and 
competed in horse shows. In the 
1950s, she participated in an All-Girl 
Showdeo at the ranch. 

Laske says, “I was in my early 
teens and competed in the wild steer 
riding. I didn’t win, but it was thrill-
ing.”

She was on the NDSU rodeo 

team and named 
All-around Cowgirl 
in 1961. She was a 
member of NDRA 
and did well in 
barrel racing with 
Ruby. In 1963, they 
won in Mandan 
and Dickinson and 
received the State 
Barrel Racing 
Buckle. 

The next year, 
Ginny Eck and Laske 
tied for first in the 
Steele barrel racing. 
She says, “Ginny and 

Kaye Nelson helped me prepare for 
the 1964 Miss Rodeo North Dakota 
competition. I placed 2nd runner up 
for Miss Rodeo America.” 

After college, Laske worked at 
Don Hart’s Western Store in Fargo, 
home economist for Northern States 
Power Company and for the National 
Livestock and Meat Board, Chicago.

She married Lynn Laske in 1973, 
and cutting has been a passion with 
them ever since. 

Laske says, “I married the nicest 
horseman in the world. His passion 
has always been horses, and it rubs 
off on those around him, including 
Lydia and me.”

Their daughter, Lydia, was born in 
1976. She did barrel racing in high 
school and Quarter horse shows. The 
Laskes were involved with her in 
4-H, FFA and high school activities. 

Since 1973, the Laskes have bred, 
raised and trained cutting horses. 
Bonita also helps Lynn, a Justin 
boots sales representative. 

She has sometimes worked for the 
Okla. Cattlewomen’s Association and 
has been on the Okla. Beef Council 
for several years. The state and 
national beef cook-off events have 

been her passion for 30 years. 
Laske is a 40-year member of the 

American National Cattlewomen. 
She says, “That all started in N.D. 
as a Junior Stockman member in the 
‘50s and then a N.D. Cowbelle and 
an Okla. Cattlewoman. I have also 
done lots of beef promotion events 
on radio and TV.”

The Laskes still own the Bohnsack 
Ranch and lease it to the Kent Oland 
family. They also have acreage in 
Okla. where they have cutting cattle, 
15 head of horses and boarded hors-
es.

Virginia “Ginny” Eck’s first 
horse was a black Shetland, Honey. 
She says, “We won $13.00 at our 
first show when I was just seven 
years old, and I bought a brand-new 
headstall to be ready for the next 
event.”

Eck was one of six children. The 
family lived on a diversified farm, 
and they always had horses. She was 
active in 4-H, showed dairy cattle 
and won many awards. 

When Eck was Miss Rodeo North 
Dakota, she was amazed at the barrel 
racing horses and their athleticism. 
After that, she bought a barrel horse 
from Maude Gullickson--a seasoned 
barrel horse that won her one state 
championship. 

Eck’s second barrel horse was 
Joann’s Choice. She continued to 
train that horse and won three more 
state barrel-racing championships 
with it. 

She says, “My current horse is 
Jake that I use for team penning and 
at United Tribes Technical College 
for riding lessons. A couple of rodeo 
queens have also used him.”

Eck says, “Barrel racing has been 
my love nearly all of my life. I have 
barrel raced in the Dakotas, Minn. 

Bonita  (Bohnsack) Laske
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and Mont., and one of my favor-
ite rodeos is the Minot Y’s Men’s 
Rodeo.” 

She was honored to win the N.D. 
State Barrel Racing Championship 
four times (in 1966, 1971, 1972 and 
1973). Eck also showed halter and 
western pleasure horses and attended 
horse clinics. 

In addition to barrel racing, Eck 
always wanted to cut so she bought 
a cutting horse from Lynn Laske. 
She and that horse, Ruby, have won 
the $500 limited rider award and the 
rookie buckle.

Several years ago, Eck retired from 
teaching. She says, “My love of 
teaching and horses come together in 
the “Nokotas on the Prairie Camp” at 
UTTC each summer, teaching basic 
horsemanship skills and the horse 
culture.” 

In organizing the N.D. Barrel 
Racing Futurity and the NDCHF 
barrel-racing event, Eck says, “Barrel 
racing is very exciting for me. It is 
one place where you can see athletes 
at their best, both horses and riders.”

She continues riding and is a 
director for the N.D. Cutting Horse 
Association, a member of the N.D. 
Quarter Horse Association and 
American Quarter Horse Association 
and especially proud to serve on the 
N.D. Cowboy Hall of Fame Board of 
Directors. 

She says, “I am working on 

expanding the 
barrel-racing 
events in N.D. 
and plan to con-
tinue cutting 
and teaching at 
UTTC. I want to 
continue pass-
ing on my love 
and passion for 
horses.”

Kim (Gress) 
Birkeland 
started in bar-
rel racing 
through the local 
4-H western 
horsemanship 
club, with the 
encouragement 
of her mother. 
She attended a 
couple of clinics, 
the most memo-

rable being one with Wanda Bush in 
Miles City, Mont.

In addition to barrel racing, she 
also participated in breakaway and 
goat tying, team roping, pole bend-
ing and cow cutting in college and 
NDRA.  

Raised in 
Dickinson, 
Birkeland’s 
parents are Ray 
and Kari Gress. 
Her biological 
father was Dean 
Armstrong, who 
has been inducted 
into the NDCHF. 

Kim married 
Bruce Birkeland 
of Sheyenne, and 
they live near 
Baldwin with 
their son Sam, 
their horses and 
a great fishing 
boat. A step-
daughter, Ellen 
Heinrich, is mar-
ried and lives in 
Rapid City. 

Birkeland start-
ed out in 4-H, 
a good place to 
learn horseman-
ship skills. She 
participated in 

playdays and started rodeoing in high 
school. 

She says, “My first great horse 
was Columbo that was purchased in 
S.D.  Columbo took me through high 
school barrel racing and on to Casper 
(Wyo.) College and the University of 
Wyo., on rodeo scholarships.” 

Together, the horse and rider team 
won the state NDRA barrel racing 
in 1980 and 1981. They also won 
the Calgary barrel racing in 1981. 
Columbo also took her to the college 
finals three years in a row. 

Birkeland earned a B.S. degree in 
microbiology from the University of 
Wyo.  Back in N.D., she worked for 
the State Health Department and now 
at Great River Energy.  

Her next horse was Baily, and the 
team won the state in 1987-1989. 
Baily was fun to ride and to watch.  
Her last barrel-racing horse was 
Bubbles. Barrel racing has taken 
Birkeland from Canada to Louisiana.

She was a member of NDRA, RRA 
and SDRA and served as an NDRA 
director for a number of years.

Birkeland now has a darling three 

continued on page 31

Virginia Eck

Kim  (Gress) Birkeland
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GalleryGalleryANCHINGR
Taylor Ranch - home of five generations

Located 16 miles southeast of 
Towner in the sandhills of McHenry 
County, the 106-year-old Taylor 
Ranch was homesteaded by Harvey 
and Alfred Taylor. 

They came to the area from Ind. 
around 1900, along with their broth-
ers, Thomas and Alexander. 

Alfred homesteaded on present-day 
Taylor Ranch in 1903. Harvey filed 
his claim on a quarter of land adjoin-
ing Alfred’s in 1905.

Thomas homesteaded and pre-
empted land east of Towner with his 
son and in-laws, and Alexander home-
steaded four miles east of Towner in 
1900.

The four enterprising brothers also 
owned and operated a livery stable in 
Towner and a brick plant east of the 
bustling town. 

Harvey and his wife Mary (Johnson) 
moved from a two-story house with 
porches, shutters and ornate trim in 
Ind. to a clapboard homestead shanty 
on the arid, desolate N.D. prairie. 

Great-grandson and NDCHF Trustee 
Ryan Taylor says, “The family lore is 
that Mary cried for a month straight.”

The Taylor family grazed cattle and 
horses on the native grasses. Thomas’s 
son, Gordon, grazed 600 horses 
brought in by rail from Wash. 

He also worked as manager of the 
Ford Horse Ranch in the Dog Den 
Hills area.

Being civic minded, Harvey served 
on the first jury called in the new 
McHenry County Courthouse in 1907. 
He was also a founding member of the 
N.D. Quarter Horse Association. 

Life went well on the Taylor Ranch 
for the first 15-20 years. They built a 
base of reputable genetics with their 
Hereford cattle, which they added in 
1915.

Ryan says, “Harvey became the 

ranch patriarch and, with his wife 
Mary and their sons Clyde and 
Marshall, were primarily responsible 
for the Taylor Ranch’s future.”

Unfortunately, Harvey and the 
two sons died within a matter of 16 
months in the early 1920s. Harvey 
died from blood poisoning, Marshall 
after being butted and rammed by a 
steer and Clyde from smallpox. 

That left Mary and Clyde’s wife 
Pearl and his sons, ages 1 and 3, on 
the ranch. Pearl was also pregnant at 
the time of Clyde’s death.

Ryan says, “Mary and Pearl sold 
most of the personal property, but kept 
the ranch, put the cattle out on shares 
and moved into town.” 

There they survived the Great 
Depression together.

Gordon, Thomas’s son and Clyde’s 
cousin, became the father figure for 
Pearl’s children. Her son, Marshall 
“Bud”, went to Gordon’s Culbertson, 
Mont., ranch in 1934 to learn the cow-
boy life. 

Bud learned a lot about ranching 
and riding and bought his first saddle, 
cowboy hat and boots. He moved 
back to the Towner ranch in 1939 
at age 18 to pursue his father’s and 
grandfather’s dreams. 

It was a pretty lonely existence for 
the young bachelor with a small herd 
of cattle and a few horses 16 miles 
from town. 

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Bud was drafted into the U.S. Army 
and served in the South Pacific. 

When he returned to N.D., he 
ranched with his brother Harvey Allen 
and his mother Pearl. They were noted 
for introducing the area to its first 
registered Quarter horse studs in 1956. 
Harvey was active in the N.D. Quarter 
Horse Association. 

Ryan says, “My dad Bud and Uncle 
Harvey were on the first rodeo com-

Taylor Ranch

Bud Taylor
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mittee and helped build the Towner 
rodeo arena, where the first RCA 
rodeo was held in 1951. “

In 1959, Bud married Elizabeth 
Dokken, and they had three children—
Justin and Tara, as well as Ryan. 

Harvey married Ardis Ringdahl in 
1962, and they moved to the Ringdahl 
Farm near Lisbon. 

Bud and the ranch have contrib-
uted to Towner’s designation as the 
“Cattle Capital of North Dakota” and 
McHenry County as one of the top 
cattle counties in the state. 

Pearl maintained an interest in the 
ranch into her later years and stayed 
loyal to her Herefords. However, the 
ranch by that point had transitioned to 
Black Angus cross cows.

Bud received the Ranchers State 
Association’s “Most Typical Working 
Cowboy” award in 1994. 

Bud’s wife, Liz, was an accom-

plished artist whose paintings featured 
N.D.’s ranching scenes. Her column in 
the local newspaper also promoted the 
virtues of ranch life.

Bud’s son, Ryan, is a writer like his 
mom, with a column in several agri-
culture publications and several pub-
lished books. 

He is the fourth generation to own 
and run cattle and horses on the 
Taylor Ranch. Ryan says, “My wife 
Nikki and I are proud that our children 
are the fifth generation on the family 
ranch.”

Ryan has been honored by NDSU 
for academics and agricultural efforts. 
He was elected to the N.D. Senate in 
2002.

Over the generations, the 
Taylors were members of the N.D. 
Stockmen’s, National Cattlemen’s Bee 
and Towner Rancher’s Scale associa-
tions.

They were also involved with the 
Towner Area Beef Promoters, Towner 
Area FFA Alumni, Dakota Beef 
Cooperative/Northern Plains Premium 
Beef; Ranchers Gourmet Meats; and 
NDSU Saddle and Sirloin Club.

The Taylor Ranch fostered and 
maintained N.D.’s western heritage 
and cowboy legacy and eventually had 
3,200 acres of sandy rangeland and 
native hay meadows

Ryan points out, “It was not the 
biggest ranch in N.D., but it was also 
never owned by distant sharehold-
ers. It continues to be a family ranch 
upholding the tradition of being oper-
ated by cowboys and worked from 
horseback. “

The Taylor Ranch is a compelling 
tale of perseverance, pride and grit.

Trustee Robert 
Brooks, 81, 
died Mar. 16. 
He was born 
Sept. 30, 1927, 
near Glenburn, 
to James and 
Goldie Brooks. He 
graduated from 
Glenburn High 
School, where he 

played basketball and trombone. 
Brooks purchased his first Hereford 

heifers in 1943, starting a lifelong 
commitment to the breed. The herd 
grew rapidly and became the corner-
stone of his and his brother Loren’s 
breeding program. In 1950, they 
bought a ranch near Burlington.

In 1958, Brooks married Alexzine 
Grenz. They lived on the Burlington 
ranch, where they raised three girls. 
He loved ranch life and teaching his 
girls to ride horse and work cattle.

The brothers were among the first 
breeders to begin performance testing 
on their registered herd. They pur-
chased a second ranch near Hardin, 
Mont., in 1975.  In his later years, 
Brooks farmed and ranched with his 
daughter, Candy.

Brooks enjoyed getting his grand-

children interested in 4-H and show-
ing livestock. He was a member of the 
N.D. Stockmen’s Assn. for 56 years 
and the N.D. Hereford Assn., where 
he served as director and president. 
He was also an NDCHF Trustee.

He cared for his wife until her death 
in Nov. 2008. Some of his favorite 
activities were singing and whistling. 

He is survived by his daughters Lisa 
Lindquist, Candy Brooks and Becky 
Nelson.

Trustee Noble Peterson, 93, 
Lemmon-area (S.D.) farmer and 
rancher, died Mar. 10. He was born 
Nov. 26, 1915, in New England, to 
Halvor and Emma (Hoff) Peterson. 

He grew up on the family farm 
southwest of Dickinson and attended 
school in Slope County. He gradu-
ated from Dickinson High School and 
attended Dickinson State College.

Peterson joined the U.S. Army in 
1936 and served in Hawaii. He flew 
two tours of duty as a fighter pilot and 
106 missions over enemy territory. 
He married Betty Nasset in 1945, and 
they had five children. 

He was a legendary horse whis-
perer and part owner of the Lemmon 
Livestock Yards in the early 1970s. He 

was a member of the Dakota Horse 
Lover’s Saddle Club, a judge at many 
rodeos and a NDCHF Trustee. 

Peterson was Lemmon’s boss cow-
man in 1996 and was honored many 
times for his cattle and stewardship of 
the land. He was also active in civic 
and county organizations. 

He especially liked inspiring young 
people through agriculture, 4-H and 
FFA. He spent countless hours on 
horseback, enjoying the beauty of the 
land.

Peterson is survived by his sons 
Noel, Rollin and Wade and his two 
daughters Gail and Zona. 

NDCHF remembers Trustees

Bob Brooks

Noble Peterson
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OOKB ReviewReview
Reviewed by Darrell Dorgan, Bismarck

"You Have Been Kind Enough to Assist Me": 
Herman Stern and the Jewish Refugee Crisis

Written by Terry Shoptaugh and published by North 
Dakota Institute for Regional Studies, 2007, 365 pages.

Herman Stern, a German-Jewish 
immigrant to N.D. in 1903, is one of the 
more remarkable to ever settle in the 
state.  He’s a testament to the power of 
one.

The slightly built, soft-spoken 
young Stern was apprenticed to a tai-
lor when he left his family and arrived 
in Casselton to help his uncle, Morris 
Straus, in the clothing store business.  

Within a few years, Morris left N.D., 
and Herman Stern soon owned and 
operated five clothing stores, two of 
which still exist today.

Stern was a believer in the American 
dream and a promoter of his community 
and the state. He was a big booster of 
the Boy Scouts, considering the organi-
zation essential to the development of 
young men, teaching them about patrio-
tism and the American way of life.  

In the Valley City community, Stern 
joined with others to start the North 
Dakota Winter Show, one of the state’s 
longest running agricultural venues.  

Statewide, he worked tirelessly with 
the fledgling Greater North Dakota 
Association to promote state products 

and to improve the state’s business cli-
mate.

Two things changed Herman Stern’s 
life dramatically--the Great Depression 
of the 1930s and the rise of Adolph 
Hitler to power in Germany.

The depression and downturn in the 
economy forced the closure and con-
solidation of some of Stern’s clothing 
stores.  

The rise of the Third Reich focused 
his attention on helping friends and 
relatives in Germany escape the con-
centration camps and the holocaust that 
claimed the lives of six million Jewish 
men, women and children, many of 
them his relatives.

As early as 1934, Stern began using 
his own limited resources and contacts 
to sponsor the immigration of nieces, 
nephews, cousins and family friends.  

He formed an alliance with then 
N.D.’s U.S. Senator Gerald P. Nye (at 
that time a world famous isolationist) 
to do the paperwork, help obtain entry 
permits and visas and guarantee jobs 
and the future of those he desperately 
wanted to save from the growing, viru-
lent Nazi anti-Semitism.

There was opposition from the U.S. 
State Department to granting entry per-
mits for people trying to escape Hitler’s 
growing intolerance, but Stern never 
gave up.  

He convinced other relatives, business 
associations and friends to also become 
sponsors.  

By the time World War II began, 
Stern, using whatever means available, 
managed to save more than 150 people 
from the concentration camps.  

Those people and their hundreds and 
hundreds children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren today live as pro-
ductive citizens in the U.S.

Stern died in 1980, but his legacy 
lives on in N.D.  His son, Ed, died 
recently at age 94. His grandsons, 
John and Rick, continue to run a men’s 
clothing store called Straus Clothing in 
Fargo.  

This book is not a page turner, but it’s 
a testament to the power of one--what 
one person can do when he sees evil and 
determines to do what he can to help 
those caught up in a growing maelstrom.  

It’s also a fascinating look at business 
and the politics of the 1930s and the 
times leading up to World War II.

Cowboy Hall of Fame Trustee Rick Stern 
and his family donated Herman Stern’s won-
derful immigrant’s trunk to the Hall of Fame. 

The 106-year-old wooden trunk is used as 
a display case for memorabilia and is also 
a reminder of a time when those who came 
believed in the future, prospered if they worked 
hard and had an impact of the lives of others.
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Al & Lyn Bjornson, Mandan
Barbra Kennedy Johnson, Mandaree
Barnes & Noble Bookstore, Bismarck 
Berger Bucking Bulls, Mandan
Bud Griffin, Dickinson
Capital Trophy, Bismarck 
Circle Diamond Trailer Sales,
     Mandan
Colleen Carmichael, Bismarck 
Corwin Churchill Appliance,
     Bismarck 
Custer’s Cottage
Deb & Greg Childs, Laurel, Mont.
Diamond Bar B & B, Medora
Don and Janice Rustad, Kindred
Duke’s Saddlery
Eagle Ridge Lodge
Fort Mandan Foundation, Washburn
Gun City, Bismarck
Interstate Western Works, Mandan
James Gang Java, Medora

Jerome Distributing, Inc., Dickinson
JP Frameshop, Dickinson
Judy Tibbetts, Terry, Mont.
Kathy Miller, Medora
LeRoy Johnson, West Fargo
Linda Vettel, Beulah
Logging Camp Ranch, Amidon
Makoche Studios, Bismarck 
Maurice Cook, Bismarck
Medora Convenience Store, Medora
Merle Clark, Marmarth
Newby’s Ace Hardware, Dickinson
N.D. Stockmen’s Assn., Bismarck 
Outlaws Bar and Grill, Killdeer
Pete Fredericks, Halliday
Phil Baird, Mandan
Pirogue Grill, Bismarck 
Plains Perspective-Andy Knudson,
     Towner
RCC Western Stores, Bismarck
Rex Cook, Dickinson

Riddle’s Jewelry, West Fargo
Ross Rolshoven, Grand Forks
Roy Gilbreath, Bismarck 
Runnings Farm & Fleet, Dickinson
Russ & Helen Danielson, Harwood
Satrom Travel and Tour, Bismarck
SBM, Dickinson
Seven Seas and Best Western Hotel
     & Waterpark, Mandan
Stockmen’s Ranch Supply, 
     Dickinson
Stockmen’s Supply, West Fargo
Sue Mosser, Medora
North Dakota Winter Show, Valley 
     City
Vic Wilhelm, Halliday
Wanner Western Wear 
WritePlus Inc.-Cathy Langemo, 
     Bismarck
Zimmerman’s Furniture, Bismarck

2009 Annual Meeting auction donors

Two-time World Indian Rodeo 
champion Terry Fischer, 38, of Fort 
Yates was injured in April, probably 
putting him out of competition for the 
rest of the year.

His family reported that the timed-
event hand was competing at an all-
Indian rodeo at White River, Ariz., on 
April 26 when he flipped in a “freak 

wreck” with his bulldogging steer.  
Fischer was air-transported to a 

Tucson hospital, where surgery was 
done to insert pins in his broken hip. 

While the long-term prognosis is 
dependent upon on how he heals, the 
injury is expected to thwart Fischer’s 
efforts this year to qualify again for 
the Indian National Finals Rodeo.  

He was expected to return to his 
Cannon Ball ranch some time in mid-
May.

The two-time World Indian team-
roping champion was featured in 
the Nov. 2008 issue of the NDCHF 
Cowboy Chronicle.

World Indian Rodeo champion recovering from bulldogging injury
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bituariesO
Karen E. Dralle, 57, Sterling, died 

Jan. 26. She was born Nov. 6, 1951, 
in Devils Lake to Clarence and Lois 
(Anderson) Erickstad. 

She graduated from Starkweather 
High School and attended NDSU 
and Interstate Business College. 
Dralle worked with Dakota Country 
magazine and taught music at Sterling 
School. 

In 1989, she married Monte 
Dralle, and they lived on a ranch 
near Sterling. She was active in the 
Cattlewomen’s Assn., serving as presi-
dent. 

Dralle enjoyed the outdoors and was 
an avid sportswoman.

She is survived by her husband; her 
daughters Joy Kessel and Julie Noone; 
her son Cole; and her stepdaughter Kit 
Ebach.

Lyle Gunderson, 76, Bowman, died 
Mar. 24. He was born Oct. 22, 1932, 
on the family ranch in S.D. to Arnold 
and Selma (Siverson) Gunderson. He 
attended the Ag School, Brookings, 
S.D., and returned home to ranch. 

He married Sharon Strothman in 
1954, and they ranched near the Little 
Missouri River. He took pride in 
his ranching operation and, in 1970, 
added buffalo to the cattle and sheep 
on the ranch. 

Gunderson enjoyed time with his 
family, attending rodeos and sorting 
cattle. He cared for many young boys 
and girls working at or visiting the 
ranch.

He is survived by his wife of 
54 years and his daughters Deb 
Gunderson and Susan Nelson.

Catherine Howiatow, formerly of 
Fort Rice, died Jan. 21. She was born 
June 5, 1920, in Fort Rice to John and 
Katherine (Koppy) Lockner. 

Raised and educated in the area, 
she served as the Post Mistress for 43 
years, retiring in 1985. In 1980, she 

married Mike Howiatow, and they 
ranched near Fort Rice. Mike died in 
2001. 

Howiatow enjoyed family gather-
ings and cooking. She was a mem-
ber of the Fort Rice Farmerettes 
Homemakers and the Catholic 
Daughters.

She is survived by brother-in-law 
Kenneth O’Neill and sister-in-law Eva 
Lockner.

Mary “Katie” Keogh, 57, 
Williston, died Apr. 25. She was 
born Dec. 18, 1951, in Williston to 
Kathleen O’Connor and Edward 
Jordan Hagan. 

She graduated from Williston High 
School, excelling in academics, music, 
swimming and horseback riding. She 
attended the Gonzaga University, 
Wash., earning a physical therapy 
degree and later a master’s from 
UND.

She married Frank Keogh of Keene 
in 1977. They lived in Fargo and had 
three children. Keogh was active in 
church and community organiza-
tions and chaired the local United 
Way fundraising drive. She especially 
enjoyed her children and participating 
in their lives. 

Keogh is survived by her husband, 
her daughters Erin and Colleen and 
her son Patrick. 

Elaine “Lynne” Martenson, 81, 
Bismarck, died Apr. 1.  He was born 
Mar. 27, 1928, in Minneapolis, to 
Edwin and Ruth (Caufman) Brandon. 

She graduated from South High 
School in Minneapolis and married 
Jim Martenson in 1946. They lived 
in Green Bay, Wisc., and Bismarck. 
She worked in the Bismarck school 
system. 

Martenson was active in raising 
horses and traveling to horse shows 
with her family. She was a long-time 
member of the Bismarck Horse Club 

and the N.D. Quarter Horse Assn., 
where she was voted Horse Person of 
the Year in 1990. 

She was also a member of the 
Burleigh County Homemakers and 
Women’s Day Golf Assn.  

Martenson is survived by her 
daughters Carol Martenson and Anita 
(Craig) Nelson.

Blanche Pelissier, 86, Dickinson, 
died May 4.  She was born Jan. 18, 
1923, in Holten, Ore., to Bert and 
Gertie (Tetly) Harmon.She married 
Bernie Pelissier on 1941, and they 
lived in St. Paul where Bernie worked 
as a brand inspector. 

After he served in the Coast Guard, 
they worked on various ranches, 
including on the Pelissier Ranch near 
Medora. In 1956, they ranched in 
British Columbia for 14 years, moving 
back to N.D. in 1970.

Bernie died in 1977, and Blanche 
moved to Dickinson. She worked 
at Woolworth’s and with John G. 
Kinnard Brokerage firm. She enjoyed 
traveling with family and friends.

Pelissier is survived by her chil-
dren—Laura Griffin, Jim Pelissier, 
Linda Fritz and Todd Pelissier.

Edward R. “Ed” Stern, 94, Fargo, 
died Apr. 18.  Born to Adeline and 
Herman Stern in Valley City, he grad-
uated from Valley City High School 
and attended UND, Valley State 
Teachers College and graduated with 
honors from the Wharton School at 
the University of Penn. 

In 1936, Stern joined his father 
in the family business. He married 
Louise McCutcheon in 1942. He 
served in the U.S. Army Air Corps and 
then lived in Fargo, where he operated 
the Straus Clothing store there. 

He and Louise had five children. 
After Louise died in 1968, he married 
Jane Lontz Jardine. 

Stern was active in local orga-
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undraisingF
The following are new or renewing NDCHF members from Jan. 23, 2009, through May 11, 2009, deposits only.  To contribute 

through member dues or to other funds, please complete and mail the form on page 29.

Members Contribute to NDCHF

Donation
AETNA Volunteer Council (Kathy
     & Robert Schulte)
Cloverdale Foods Company 
Arthur & Grace Link

Pledges/Capital Fund
Kirkwood Bank & Trust
ND Farmers Union Education
     Foundation

Theater Chairs ($500)
(donor listed in parentheses)

George & Thelma Fenton
     (Lois Bang, David Nygaard &
     Camille Remus, Jane & Robert 
     Schettler, Sid & Elaine 
     Stromme)
Joe & Florence Hauer

Memberships

Diamond Saddle 
($1,000-$4,999 annually)
Sherry Plummer

Gold Buckle ($500-$999)
Roger Anderson, Anderson Land & 
    Cattle Co.
Phil Baird**
Willard** & Linda Schell

Silver Buckle ($250-$499 annually)
Harvey* & Cynthia Billadeau
James Danks*
Juanita Fredericks Warden*
Laura** & Bud Griffin
Allan & Peggy Gustin
Todd Hall* & Patti Jo Thomas Hall
Dean* & Arlene Helling
Alvin* & Kaye Nelson
Dick Nelson, Dick Nelson Sales &
     Leasing, Inc.*
Chester & Joy Reiten

Lorry & Harriet Vining
Vonny Young*

Trophy Spurs ($200-$249 annually)
Bob* & Rita Andrews
Brad Brettin
Almit* & Marlyne Breuer
Karen Brookhart
Alberta Faye Burke*
Paul Christensen*
Merle* & Linda Clark
Tom* & Linda Colquhoun
David Dunlop* & Ellen Larvick 
     Dunlop
Mary Ann Durick*
Marlene Fortier*
William* & Kay Fortier
Allan* & Patricia Goerger
Victor* & Gail Goetz
Gynell & Gene Harris
George Hegge*
Marilyn* & Kent Hudson
Gordon Jensen*
Kent & Linette Jesperson
Barbra Kennedy Johnson*
Grant Johnson*
Tim* & Sue Jorgenson
Wendy & Nevada* Jorgenson
Robert* & Connie Knudson
Dean Knutson
Rueben & Phyllis Knutson
Frank Kubik*
Joe LaDuke*
Byron* & Deloris Langley
Sharol Ledin
Arthur & Grace Link
William* & Joann Lowman
Shirley** & Dean Meyer
Craig & Patti Newby, Newby’s
     Hardware
Larry* & Peggy Njos
Walter Piehl Jr., Ft.  Union 
     Associates**
Delvin Reich*
Steven J. Rohrer*
Allen* & Tammy Ryberg
Thorris* & Lynell Sandvick
Kim Shade*
Sheila Schafer

Larry & Judi Schnell
Donald* & Sandra Sivertson
Dorvan* & Eileen Solberg
Jim* & Gini Stevens
Kay Stevenson*
Bruce* & Lauren Strinden
Berk & Kay Strothman
Loretta Tescher*
Judy Tibbetts*
Bob** & Jan Tibor
Craig Van Sickle*
Gene & Jo Anne Weinreis,
     Peaceful Valley Farm
George Weinreis*
William* & Anna Marie Whitemore
Steve Yost, Yost Veterinary
     Service*

Ranch Boss ($100-$199 annually)
Robert & Barbara Arthaud
Lyn* & Janet Asheim
Kenneth & Linda Astrup
John & Linda Bender
Stephanie & Bill Bennis
Ruby Benz
Billings County Historical Society,
     Medora
Roger & Sharon Brekke
Vern Bucholz*
James Chamley, Chamley
     Financial LLC
Dale Chilson*
Larry Christiansen, Christiansen 
     Cattle Co.*
Fay* & Lynn Connell
Dean & Mary Dahl
George & Myrtle Dynes
Doug & Jamie Eckert
Sonny* & Mardean Ehr
Dean & Lila Ellison, Ellison’s
     Hanging E Ranch
Vern* & Dyanne Erickson
Joyce Fossum*
Bernice Galusha
Lyle Gjermundson, Double S 
     Arena
Neal Goerger
Dale* & Redgena Hande
David & Debra Harsche



June 2009  •  The Cowboy Chronicle  •  Page 29

Norris & Bev Hildre, Hildre Quarter
     Horses
Mark & Renay Kalbus
Gaylord & Cindy Kavlie
Richard* & Kay Kuske
Gordon & Marlyn Langerud
Angelen Larson
Jim* & Dona Lowman
Gordon & Lyla McLean
Virginia Nelsen
Lois Northrop*
Eloise Ogden*
Jim & Sonja Ozbun
Wade* & Vicki Peterson
Timothy & Shirley Petry
Sheila Schafer 
Gordon & Sandra Schnell
Lee Selland, Selland Arena
James Solberg
Arlen Sommer** 
Wendy Stuber*
Donald & Pearl Sweet
Hal & Anna Thorson, Thorson
     Ranch 
Elsie* & John Trotter
W. Cary & Barb Voss
Richard Weber
Carol Winter* 
Florian & Gladys Woroniecki

Wrangler ($50-$99 annually)
Ashley (Andrews) Alderson*
Wade Anderson
Ruben & Pat Auch
Robert & Valerie Bahm
John Bearman*
Neil & Avis Berger
Rodger & Joy Berntson
Clayton & Pearl Bertsch
Ed D. & Dalas Breuer
Todd & Cindy Brown
John “Bill” & Pamela Bryan
Hugh & Rachel Connolly (a gift 
     from James M. & Janet L. 
     Connolly)
James R. Connolly (a gift from
     James M. & Janet L. Connolly)
Jessica & Bill Eckroth (a gift from 

     James M. & Janet L. Connolly)
Marc & Joyce Erhardt
John Erickson
Bryan Flath
Lois Fleck
P. Dorine Gabbert
Allen & Betty Jean Gasho
Gordon Gerbig & Sharon Kickertz-
     Gerbig
Wayne & Karen Gerbig
Robert & Merna Gess
Elizabeth Grantier
Bob & Rose Hansen, Hansen
     Horses
Alan & Lisa Hendrickson
Roswell* & Mary Henke
William* & Earlis Hill
Doc & Helen Hilz
Kathleen Hockhalter
Robert & Deanne Horne
James Hovde
Donald & Jannene Janssen,
     Donderosa D.J. Ranch
Brian & Lydia Johnson
Joan & Jack Johnson
Dale* & Barbara Jorgenson
Roger & Jane Kinnischtzke
Roger & Bernadette Kiwimagi
Vivian Knutson
Katherine E. L’Amour
Dean & Carolyn Levang
Allen & Betty Marler
Ella Murray
R.V. & Betty Neuhardt
Bruce Northrop
Orlin & Joyce Oium, Riverdale 
     Ranch
Martin Orgaard
Robert * Lavonne Paten
Michael & Pamala Piatz
Kevin & Kim Plummer
Karen Pullen*
Pauline Reimer
Gary Roehrich
Wesley & Sharon Sauer
Harley Saugstad
Craig Schell, Double D Outfitters
Don Schmid

William Schott
John & Laura Shipley 
John Slag
Greg & Shannan Stanke & family
Robert & Jean Steffes
Christy & Jack Stensland
Dave & Kim Utke, Sheldak Ranch
Adam* & Paula Wanner
Lois Wanner, Knife River Ranch
William Well
Lloyd & Audrey Wieland

Kid’s Corral ($10 annually)
Chance Appledoorn (given by
     Vivian Knutson)
Kailey Appledoorn (given by Vivian
     Knutson)
Graysen Page Connolly (a gift
     from James M. & Janet L. 
     Connolly)
MacKenzie Sage Connolly (a gift 
     from James M. & Janet L. 
     Connolly)
Jayce Doan
Ashley Ellison (given by Dean & 
     Lila Ellison)
Jaime Gietzen (given by Vivian 
     Knutson)
Chesney Gjermundson (given by
     Vivian Knutson)
Kazanne Gjermundson (given by
     Vivian Knutson)
Thadd Hall (given by Todd Hall & 
     Patti Jo Thomas Hall)
Tommy Hall (given by Todd Hall & 
     Patti Jo Thomas Hall)
Tristan Hall (given by Todd Hall & 
     Patti Jo Thomas Hall)
Danielle Knutson (given by Vivian
     Knutson)
Destinee Knutson (given by Vivian 
     Knutson)

* Denotes NDCHF Trustees
**Denotes NDCHF Board Members

(Please notify the NDCHF of any errors 
or omissions by calling 701-250-1833.)

The North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation.
All contributions are tax deductible.

• Kid Corral –––––––––––––––– $10-49 annually
• Wrangler Club ––––––––––––– $50-99 annually
• Ranch Boss Club –––––––– $100-199 annually
• Trophy Spurs Club ––––––– $200-249 annually
• Silver Buckle Club ––––––––  $250-499 annually

• Gold Buckle Club –––––––– $500-999 annually
• Diamond Saddle Club –––– $1,000-4,999 annually
• Trail Drivers Club ––––– $5,000-9,999 annually
• Bronc Rider Club  ––––––––––   $10,000+ annually
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undraisingF
NDCHF gifts honor loved ones

  The NDCHF has received honorariums/memorials for the following individuals. To honor a loved one, see the memorial/contribution 
form on page 30. (This information includes deposits for Jan. 23 through May 11, 2009, deposits only.)

In memory of Richard 
Anderson

Fred & Myrna Eberle

In memory of Alice Bang
William & Connie Connolly

In memory of Jim Bloomquist
Betty Bloomquist

In memory of Robert Brooks
Foothills Community Christian
     School
Darla & Lance Johnson
Judy & Lynn Stevens
Wes & Marlene Tossett

In memory of Robert & 
Alexzine Brooks

Connie & Marvin Olson

In memory of Maynard Brown
Todd & Cindy Brown

In memory of Joe Chase
Robert & Frances Ausenhus

In memory of Doug 
Christensen

Dorvan & Eileen Solberg

In memory of Karen Dralle
District 5 Cattlewomen

In memory of Ronald V.
     Foreman
Miles Johnsrud, Johnsrud Ranch

In memory of Kenneth Gibbon
Roger & Sharon Brekke

In memory of Lyle Gunderson
Don & Janice Rustad

In memory of Burton 
Hoovestol

Sue Larsen

In memory of Catherine
     Howiatow
Norma Nelson, Nelson Sunrise
     Ranch

In memory of Kathleen 
“Katie” Keogh

Elizabeth Grantier
Phil Baird
Darrell Dorgan

In memory of Olive (Connell) 
     Kinmark
Duane A. Johnson

In memory of Dennis Lewellyn
Clayton & Pearl Bertsch
Sheyenne Valley Team Penning
     Assn.

In memory of George 
Marback

Phil Baird
William & Gail Baron
Darrell Dorgan
Fredrick & Ruth Green
Patrick & Sandra Marback
Bob & Cynthia Norland

Ordean & Jean (Uden) Wangrud

In memory of Lynne 
Martenson

Doug, Nora & Lindsay Kane

In memory of Clayton McLaen
Roger & Sharon Brekke

In memory of Evelyn Neuens
Michael & Julia Brace
H.L. & Shirley Meschke

In memory of Blanche 
Pelissier

Sheila Marie, Painted Badlands
     Ranch
Ardene O’Connell

In memory of Noble Peterson
Darrell Dorgan
Larry & Peg Njos
Betty Peterson & family

In memory of Ernest Ramberg
Marlene Fortier
William & Kay Fortier
Don & Pat Sillerud

In honor of Bob & Edna Sand
Ken & Christi Neuens
Josh & Coral Sand
Rob Sand

In memory of Doris Strom
Nylla & Jim Miller & Nikki 

Strom

In memory of Liz Taylor
H. Weyburn & Mae Niewoehner

In memory of Jim Tescher
Lorry & Harriet Vining

In memory of Tom Tescher
Suzanne Walford & family

In memory of Harley 
Thompson

John & Coralie Bruegger
Elmo & Ellinor Sorenson
Lynn & Linda Wold

In memory of Katharyn 
Trotter

American State Bank & Trust,
     Williston
Laura & Bud Griffin
Palmer Nelson

In memory of Gerald 
Turnquist

Elmo & Ellinor Sorenson

In memory of Wade Westin
Darrell Dorgan
Fred & Myrna Eberle
Paul & Susan Larsen
Kathy Miller

In memory of Levi Wisness
Robert & Valerie Bahm

North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame Membership/Memorials
Membership Contribution of $  ___________________  Category  ________________________________________
Memorial Gift of $  ________________  in honor of  ____________________________________________________
Theater Chair Fund $ _______________ Building Fund $ ________________ Foundation $________________     
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________________  
City ___________________________ State ________ Zip Code ________ Phone __________________
Credit Card ___________________________________________________ Exp. Date ______________________

Mail, fax or email this form (or a copy of it), along with your check or credit card number, to:
North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame, 120 N. 3rd St., Ste. 85, Bismarck, N.D. 58501
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year old named Louie. She says, 
“You never know, maybe I will show 
up again. It’s hard to let something 
like rodeo go completely. It con-
sumed my life for a lot of years, I 
met wonderful people and got to 
travel all over.”

Kim (Berger) Kuhn’s dad, Joe 
Berger, started all of his children rid-
ing horse at a very young age. And 
Kuhn was only nine when he trained 
her in barrel racing on a horse called 
Happy. 

Kuhn’s mom is Darlene Berger, 
and all of her siblings--Nevada, 
Chad, Fred and Jolene--have been 
involved in rodeo over the years. 

The children also worked at the 
family feedlot west of Mandan and a 
ranch in the Solen area. 

Kuhn’s husband, Mark, was a nine-
time PRCA bullriding champion. 
They have two children—Tye Ryder 
and Sascha Jo.

Her second horse was Sooty Bars, 
a spoiled barrel horse that taught 
her a lot about horsemanship. Next 
came Blue, a horse that she won the 
high school state championship three 
years in a row in 1976-1978. 

She won her first saddle in 1978. 
She also won runner up in the NDRA 
year end. She won or placed in many 

barrel racings 
and went on to 
many champi-
onship competi-
tions. Blue was 
an awesome 
horse. 

Ginny Eck 
and Kuhn trav-
eled together to 
many rodeos. 
Kuhn says, 
Ginny was a 
mentor and a 
companion.”

Kuhn traveled to 
many states dur-
ing her barrel rac-
ing days, including 
Colo., New Mexico, 
Okla., S. D., Minn., 
Mont., Wash. and 
more.

She says, “I 
enjoyed going to 
all the events. I 
have won many 
awards—money, 
buckles, ribbons and 
a saddle.”

Kuhn hasn’t 
participated in bar-
rel racing since 
about age 28. She 
works as a nurse 
for Medcenter One. 
Before that she 
owned a beauty 
shop. And she’s 
busy with her fam-
ily. 

She says, “It takes 
a lot of time to keep 
horses in shape. So 
I chose to just raise 
my family.”

 About rodeo, 
Kuhn says, 
“Competing in 
rodeos has taught 
me dedication, fol-
low through, perse-

verance, sportsmanship, respect and 
critical thinking.”

“Being in a sport helped prepare 
me for future life, even without my 
knowing it. It also taught me com-
passion and how to treat other people 
and animals.”

Kuhn used to belong to NDRA, 
ND High School Rodeo, WPRA and 
N.D. horse shows. For one year, she 
served as the barrel racing director.

My greatest passions now are my 
family and nursing. I still love to 
watch barrel racing and bull riding.

continued from page 21
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radio for your world

Visit 
www.prairiepublic.org/radio 
for a daily glimpse 
of North Dakota history 
with Dakota Datebook.

Kim (Berger) Kuhn
Bubel Photo
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EMBERM NewsNews
NDSU recognizes Board member

NDCHF Board Secretary/Treasurer and NDSU 
professor Russ Danielson, of Harwood, was honored 
with the Doctor of Service award by the NDSU Blue 
Key National Honor Society. 

Thunderhawk completes exhibit
Butch Thunderhawk, UTTC tribal arts teacher, 

has spent four summers researching and preparing 
an exhibit at the Peabody Museum of Archeology 
and Ethnology, Cambridge, Mass. The exhibit, 
“Wiyohpiyata: Lakota Images of the Contested West”, 
opened in April.

Hausauer and Stroh in Top 13
As of April 30, Dusty Hausauer was ranked 4th in 

the U.S., and Shaun Stroh was at 13th in the U.S. and 
1st in Canada.

DSU recognizes Nelson
Palmer Nelson received the Blue Feather Award 

from Dickinson State University's 2009 Alumni 
Awards ceremony.

PBR honors Berger
In Nov. 2008, Chad Berger, of Berger Bucking 

Bulls, was recognized for the second time as the 
Professional Bull Riders Stock Contractor of the Year.

NDCHF members receives honors
Joe Frenzel, Dickinson, won Developer of the 

Year at the annual Governor’s Choice Awards for 
Economic Development. He and his wife Sandi 
also received the Golden Hawk Alumni Award from 
Dickinson State University.

National publication features 
N.D. rodeo stars 

N.D. rodeo stars Sadie Gjermundson and Ty Breuer 
were featured in the “Young Horseman” section of the 
April 2009 Western Horseman magazine.

Johnson heads to D.C.
Roger Johnson, former N.D. Commissioner of 

Agriculture, has been elected president of the National 
Farmers Union at the national convention in March. 
Gov. Hoeven has selected Doug Goehring to finish 
Johnson’s term.

Builders group honors Bosch
Troy Bosch, Dickinson, was named Builder of the 

Year by the Dickinson Area Builders.

NDSA names Ellingson as executive 
vice-president

Julie Ellingson, St. Anthony, has been named N.D. 
Stockmen’s Association executive vice-president, 
replacing retired Wade Moser. She was formerly the 
NDSA communications director and editor of the 
Stockman’s Magazine.

Dinosaurs, Minerals and Fossils!
May 1 - LABOR DAY
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. DAILY
701-225-DINO (3466)
www.dakotadino.com

DAKOTA
DINOSAUR
MUSEUM

200 E. Museum Dr.
I-94, East 61 South

Dickinson, ND

$7.00 - Adult / $6.00 - Senior / $4.00 Child (3-12 yrs.)
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Sept. 29*,30,Oct.1-3
*concert only………………………………………

Høstfest Eve Concert
Tues., Sept. 29, 7:00 pm
Starring FRANKIE VALLI………………………………………………………………………………

CLINT BLACK
Wed., 1 pm & Thurs., 7:30 pm

REBA McENTIRE
Wed., 7:30 pm & Thurs., 1 pm

RAY STEVENS
Fri., 1 pm & Sat., 7:30 pm

GEORGE JONES
Fri., 7:30 pm & Sat., 1 pm………………………………………
PLUS! The Oak Ridge Boys

performing twice daily

NORTH AMERICA•SLARGEST SCANDINAVIAN FESTIVAL

Norsk Høstfest, PO Box 1347,
Minot, ND 58702 or 701-852-2368,
Private Housing: 701-857-0500

hostfest.com

Annual Meeting
Vic Wilhelm & Phil Baird

Phil Baird & Darrell Dorgan

Trustees meeting

L-R: Armon Wolff, Martin Orgaard, Merle Clark

Willard & Linda Schnell

Low-down Dirty Dogs

Darrell Dorgan presents clock to Phil Baird

Auction itemsPete Fredericks & Darlene Berger
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This Badlands• Land O�ering south of Roosevelt•s Maltese 
Cross Ranch, is extraordinary because of its size, location, 
beauty, and diversity.  The Badlands is home to hardy 
ranchers and entrepreneurs. This ranch is abundant in 
native grasses, beautiful pine trees, wildlife and provides 
excellent native grasses for grazing livestock.

Keep in mind that this is some of the greatest Mule Deer 
and White Tail Deer hunting land in Western North Dakota! 
This property has been hunted by bow only for almost 
twenty years.   

This property borders the Pine Forest, North Dakota 
Burning Coal Vein and the Maah Daah Hey Trail.  Only 27 
miles south of Medora, rich in lore and legends, this 1,120 
acre property lies directly on the East River Road which 
provides tremendous access to each parcel.  

You will not want to miss this opportunity to own some of 
the most scenic property in Western North Dakota!   

Parcel 1: 
W ½ NW ¼ 11-136-102

Parcel 2: 
E ½ NW ¼ 11-136-102

Parcel 3: 
NE ¼ 11-136-102

Parcel 4: 
SE ¼ 11-136-102

Parcel 5: 
SW ¼ 11-136-102

Parcel 6: 
NE ¼ & E ½ NW ¼ 
14-136-102

Parcel 7: 
SE ¼ & E ½ SW ¼ 
14-136-102

•I never would have been President if it had not been for 
my experiences in North Dakota,Ž  - Theodore Roosevelt

www.pifers.com Andy Mrnak
701.206.1095

Pifer’s
LAND AUCTIONS

“AMERICA’S BADLANDS AUCTION”
A NORTH DAKOTA BADLANDS SALE

l llll

Property Information

Robert Hanson & John Hanson, Owners
This sale is managed by Pifer•s Auction & Realty. The owner(s) reserve the right to reject any and all bids. 

All statements made the day of the auction take precedence over all printed materials. Kevin Pifer ND #715.

&&&&&& E EEEE½ ½ ½½½ S SSWWW W W¼ ¼ ¼ ¼¼
3666-1-1-10200202002

y Mrnak

s

Thursday, July 16, 2009 - 2:00 p.m. (MST)
Medora Community Center - Medora, ND

Auction Location

1,120 Acres - Slope County, ND

fff

Me

Free Luncheon at Noon on sale day!    Pifer•s will be o�ering tours the day 
before!  Come a day early & enjoy the sites of the Badlands!
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